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Toleration has been almost universally regarded as an indispensable virtue one ought to 
have when encountering people of races, religions, languages, cultures, gender, and sexual 
orientations different from one’s own. This is unfortunate, however, because toleration 
includes objection as one of its necessary components: to tolerate an object means to have 
objection to it though without interfering with it. However, it is wrong to think we have, 
and it is wrong for us to have, objection to people simply because of their races, religions, 
languages, cultures, genders, and sexual orientations different from us. The proper virtue 
we ought to cultivate in this context is respect as advocated in the Zhuangzi, which is 
fundamentally different from respect that has sometimes been associated with the very 
conception of toleration.  
 
PhD (Fudan) and ThD (Harvard), Yong Huang is currently a professor of philosophy at the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong. After a brief period of teaching at Fudan University, he 
was a professor of philosophy at Kutztown University of Pennsylvania in the US for almost 
two decades. He founded and has been serving as editor-in-chief of both Dao: A Journal of 
Comparative Philosophy and Dao Companions to Chinese Philosophy. 
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